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Web Design 2: Building Sites 
with Wordpress 

In the first part of our web-design series, we learned the basics of 

how websites work, and how we could build one from scratch 

using HTML.  While a working knowledge of HTML is invaluable, 

using it exclusively to build a full website is impractical for 

beginners.  Also, an entirely HTML approach fails to meet the 

needs of most modern website owners. 

In this class, we will focus on creating a free website with 

WordPress.  While focusing on only one service makes things 

easier, WordPress is not the only option available (though it is by 

far the most popular).  Other similar services can be found at 

www.blogger.com and www.tumblr.com, to name only two. 

These services do all of the necessary web coding for us, allowing 

us to only focus on content.  To do this, they use HTML, but also 

more advanced forms of code, such as PHP, which we will study 

next week. 

During this course we will look at: 

 Introduction 

 WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org 

 Setting Up a Blog 

 Choosing and Changing Your Theme 

 Posts & Pages 

 Writing a Post 

 Writing a Page 

 Widgets 

http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.tumblr.com/
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Introduction 
Based on what you’ve already learned about HTML, imagine creating a blog with 
it.   A blog, of course, is a website that is constantly updated with new 
information.  Whether it’s a personal journal, or a company’s latest news and 
information.  Once the HTML page has been written and placed on the server, 
when it comes time for a new “post” to be added, the same page must be taken 
off the server, and the new content (with all the appropriate code) must be 
inserted into the page, and then put back on the server.  Not only is this time-
consuming and confusing, it also means that those without a strong knowledge 
of HTML will never be able to make changes to the site. 

Fortunately, there are Content Management Systems (CMS) which can create 

and manage websites without requiring any knowledge of code.  They allow for 

a site user to create and edit site content in an easy editor. 

While there are many CMSs to choose from, WordPress is certainly the most 

popular.  And just because it’s fairly easy to use doesn’t mean it’s just for 

novices.  Some notable sites that use WordPress include Forbes Magazine, CNN, 

General Motors, eBay, and UPS! 

WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org 

WordPress.com is a hosting platform that makes it easy for anyone to publish 

online. The software is hosted and maintained by WordPress, letting you focus 

on creating content. 

WordPress.com Benefits  

 Free and easy to set up 

 All of the technical maintenance work is taken care of — Setup, 

upgrades, spam, backups, security, etc. 

 Your blog is on hundreds of servers, so it’ll always remain available, 

even under high traffic 

 Your content is backed up automatically 

 You’ll get extra traffic from being a part of the WordPress.com 

community 

 Your dashboard is secure (SSL) making it even safer to log in on shared 

networks 
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WordPress.com Cons 

 We provide 210+ themes (and adding more every day) which you can 

customize, but you cannot upload a custom theme 

 You can’t modify the PHP code behind your blog 

Note: The (paid) VIP program on WordPress.com for high-traffic and high-

profile sites allows you to run custom themes, custom PHP code, ad code, 

and WordPress plugins. 

WordPress.org on the other hand is basically just the source code behind 

WordPress, which they distribute freely.  To use it, the site owner must 

download hundreds of WordPress files, configure them to work with their own 

hosting, and then upload the files to their own server. 

WordPress.org (self-hosted) Benefits 

 Ability to upload custom themes 

 Complete control to change code if you’re technically minded 

WordPress.org (self-hosted) Cons  

 You need a good web host  — This generally costs $7-12 a month, or 

thousands of dollars per month for a high traffic site 

 Requires more technical knowledge to set up and run 

 You’re responsible for stopping spam 

 You’re responsible for creating and maintaining backups of your site 

 You’re responsible for updating the WordPress software when new 

versions are released 

 If you get a huge spike in traffic, your site will probably go down unless 

you have a robust hosting setup 

Setting Up a Blog 

The first step is to go to WordPress.com and click “Get started”.   

http://wordpress.com/
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Next up, enter your email address. Be sure to use your primary email — if you 

ever forget your WordPress.com account password, you won’t be able to reset 

it if you can’t access the email account listed here. 

 

Next, choose a unique username that will identify you in the WordPress.com 

community. You’ll use this to log into your blog. 

 

Now it’s time to think up a password. You’ll need to enter the same password 

twice, and the little strength bar will tell you if you’ve chosen a strong password 

or not. 

 

 

Next, choose a blog address. This is the unique URL that people will visit to 

check out your blog. 
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If that blog address is available, you’ll see a green check mark. You’ll also see the 

option to purchase a custom domain name (like yourblog.com), or you can use 

yourblog.wordpress.com for free. 

 

Next, head to your email inbox, find the signup confirmation from 

WordPress.com, and click Activate Blog. 

 

If you don’t want to take the time to create your own blog during this class, you 

can simply go back to WordPress.com, click “Log In”, and then use the following 

information to use our pre-created account: 
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After you click the activation link, the fun begins!  Navigate to the custom URL of 

the site you created (for those using the library account, it’s 

wsplpcc.wordpress.com). 

At the very top right of the page, you’ll see the username you created in a black 

bar.  (If you don’t see your username, or a black bar across the top of the 

screen, it’s because you aren’t logged in!  Go to WordPress.com and click “Log 

In”.)   Hold your mouse over your username and a small box will appear.  Put 

your mouse on the name of your blog at the bottom of this box to see a second 

box.  From here, click Dashboard. 

 

 

Choosing and Changing Your Theme 

In WordPress, a “theme” is a template of how your website will look and be laid 

out.  There are thousands of themes available for free, and some particularly 

specialized ones that cost money.  Some are made especially for personal blogs, 

others are geared toward businesses or specific organizations such as churches, 

there are even themes for online magazines or newspapers.  Each one looks 

different, and will manage your content in slightly different ways.  You can 

change your theme as often as you like.  If you decide that you’d like to change 

your theme, you can do so from the Appearance > Themes area of your 

dashboard: 
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From here, you can browse different themes. 

Select Live Preview to view and adjust a theme’s settings before activating it on 

your site.  Many themes allow you to choose from different color palettes, 

images, and more.  Once you get the look right, click “save & activate” to accept 

your new theme. 

 

Posts & Pages 

While publishing posts is the primary way to share content on your site, you can 

also add additional pages to make it look and feel more like a traditional 

website. So what’s the difference between posts and pages? 

Posts are what make your blog a blog — they’re servings of content, similar to 

journal entries, listed in reverse chronological order. Posts can be as short or as 

long as you like; some are as brief as Twitter updates, while others are the 

length of essays. 
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Pages, on the other hand, are best suited for more timeless content that you 

want your visitors to be able to easily access. 

Many WordPress users that aren’t interested in blogging, will use Pages 

exclusively.  This allows for a static site with a few different pages for the user to 

choose from.  A restaurant, for example, might have pages for “About Us”, “Our 

Hours”, “Find Us”, and “Our Menu”. 

 

By default, all posts will appear on your blog’s front page, and all pages will have 

their own unique locations, with links on every page pointing to them. 

Writing a Post 

When you’re ready to write a post, from the dashboard, click Posts and then 

“Add New” from the left side of the screen.  Enter a short title for your new 

post.  Think of your post title as a headline for a news article — the more 

detailed and captivating it is, the more readers it’s going to attract. 

Just below the title, you’ll see the URL that has been generated for your post.  

This is how you will be able to refer people to a specific item you’ve written.  

You can edit this URL, which can be handy when you want to create one that’s 

easier to remember (it’s also a good way to make posts search-engine-friendly). 

Note that if you change the URL of a post you already published, the original link 
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will still work. 

 

Below that is the main post area.  This is where your content goes!  Click the 

kitchen sink icon if you’d like to enable additional text formatting options: 

 

Try writing some text, and then formatting it using some of the buttons, just as 

you would in a program like Microsoft Word. 

Once you’ve done so, locate the two tabs on the top right of where you’re 

writing your post, which say “visual” and “text”.  Currently, by default, you are 

on the “visual” tab.  Click on “text” and see what happens. 

Hopefully you recognize what you’re seeing!  That’s right, HTML.  This is a great 

representation of how WordPress operates.  Even though we’re not seeing it 

from our end, everything we’re doing is being translated into some sort of web 

code for the browser to use!  Some users may actually prefer to do the HTML 

coding of their posts themselves within the “text” tab to be more in control of 

how their post is rendered. 

Enhancing posts with hyperlinks 

One of the most commonly used features of the editor is the link button, which 

you can use to transform text into links to other webpages, without displaying 

any long, ugly URLs. 
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So instead of posting 

“I hope everyone will check out my friend’s great new site: 

http://www.myfriendssite.com“ 

you can post something like: 

“I hope everyone will check out my friend’s great new site!” 

Add your own images 

To add your own images to posts or pages, click the media icon in the visual 

editor: 

 

Simply drag and drop your files into the box that appears, or click Select Files to 

choose a picture from your computer to upload. Or, click the Media Library tab 

to choose an image that you’ve already uploaded to your site. 
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Once the image is uploaded, you’ll see a screen like this: 
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You’ll have the option to edit settings like the image’s size and caption if you 

like. 

Click the Edit Image button beneath the image preview to rotate, flip, scale, or 

crop the image. 

When you’re ready, click Insert into Post. 

Adjusting image placement and size 

You can move images around by dragging and dropping them in different parts 

of your post. 

To align an image so that the text of your post wraps around it, click the image, 

then click the blue image icon that appears: 

 

Then select either left, center, or right alignment. You can also adjust the 

image’s size on this screen, using the Size options on the left. When you’re 

done, click Update. 
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It’ll look something like this: 

 

Embed videos in seconds 

If you’d like to add YouTube videos to your posts and pages, it’s as easy as 

copying the video’s URL from your web browser’s address bar: 

 

And pasting it on a line by itself in your post/page editor: 
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WordPress takes care of the rest automatically!  

When you’re done, hit Publish Post. That’s it! Next you’ll have the option to 

view the post you just published. 

Going back to edit posts 

If you decide that you’d like to go back and edit or delete a post, go to Posts > 

All Posts in your dashboard. 

 

Here you’ll see a list of all of your posts. Clicking Edit under the name of a post 

will take you to the dashboard editor, where you can make changes. To delete a 

post, click Trash.  

 

Writing a Page 
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Pages are created in precisely the same way posts are.  Simply click on “Page” 

and then “Add New” from the left hand menu in the dashboard.  You’ll see that 

the layout is almost identical to that for creating posts, and all of the above 

information still applies. 

Remember, while posts are all listed in reverse chronological order on the front 

page of your site, your page will get its own unique location and a link for 

people to find and access it quickly. 

 

Widgets 

Now that you’ve given some thought to your blog’s focus, it’s time to continue 

customizing your site to help you stand out and command attention in the 

blogosphere. 

Your site’s sidebar is a great place to show off important links and make it easier 

for visitors to find what they’re looking for. 

See how the site below has a bunch of helpful links in the sidebar? Each of those 

three sections is an example of a widget, which you can easily activate on your 

own site with just a few clicks. 
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Some widgets make it easier for visitors to find specific content on your site, 

while others can help your visitors connect with you on sites like Facebook and 

Twitter: 
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To start activating widgets on your site, go to Appearance > Widgets in your 

dashboard. Drag the desired widget over to the Sidebar module on the right. Be 

sure to hit save and close when you’re done editing a widget’s settings. 

 

Monitor your growth 

While creating content is rewarding in and of itself, it can be exciting to see 

that other people are checking out your site and sharing feedback. 

If you’re interested in boosting your readership, your stats can provide useful 

information about what type of content attracts and engages your readers the 

most, and help guide you in planning material for future posts. 

To get the lowdown on your stats, navigate to the bottom right of your 

dashboard. 
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The graph gives you a quick snapshot of how many visitors your website has 

received.  Clicking “view all” will give you a more detailed view.  Here you can 

also find out what your most popular posts and pages are, discover if anyone is 

referring you, see which search engine terms are bringing you the most traffic, 

and find out if any external links are bringing visitors to your blog. 

 


